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(57 ) Abstract : A home beer 
dispensing apparatus has a keg having 
a self-contained bag filled with a beer 
and a pressure system. The pressure 
system creates a pressurized air space 
between the keg inner walls and 
the bag to assist in the dispensing 
of the beer. The pressure system has 
a keg one-way air valve mounted 
to a top wall of the keg to permit 
entry of pressurized air into the keg. 
The pressure system has a pressure 
reservoir mounted in the dispensing 
apparatus outside the keg and in 
fluid flow conmiunication with the 
keg one-way valve. The reservoir 
stores a charge of pressurized air 
and supplies at least a portion of this 
charge to the keg through the keg air 
valve when the dispensing apparatus 
is operated to dispense the beer. 
The reservoir provides a reserved 
charge of pressurized gas that is on 
hand to reduce dampening pressure 
fluctuations during beer dispensing 
which can result in beer frothing, 
especially during the early stages of 
beer dispensing when the air head 
space in the keg is small. Further, the apparatus may also havea pressure sensing system adapted to measure time rate of pressure 
change in the keg. The apparatus has a signaling device responsive to the time rate of pressure change in the keg to produce a signal 
related to volume of beer remaining in the bag. Preferably, the signal is displayed visually on the dispensing apparatus. 
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